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BME Prompts for Lesson Observation

This document is largely taken from Primary National Strategy Learning and Teaching for bilingual children in the primary years.  It has been adapted to include reference to all BME groups which include Black and Traveller children as well as bilingual learners and to be used cross phase.

Lesson Observation – focusing on BME pupils including those learning English as an additional language

NB: This checklist has been devised to support lesson observations.  No single lesson will contain all the features listed. The information in italic print highlights BME focus
	School
	Year Groups
	Number of pupils

	Additional Adults
	Observation time
	


	Context: give details re class composition: numbers of boys, girls, BME learners, early stage EAL learners, pupil groupings, pupils with SEN etc    

	Planning:  

· Links to objectives in the NS Framework for teaching and is within a cohesive unit of work

· Identifies an effective role for additional adults, particularly those with specific knowledge, skills and expertise to support black and bilingual learners
· Identifies learning objectives and success criteria clearly
· Identifies key questions which extend thinking and learning while taking account of the language needs of black and bilingual learners
· Identifies  key resources, models and images to be deployed, taking account of the cultural diversity in the classroom
· Identifies  language demands of objectives/activities and language development opportunities

· Identifies planned opportunities for assessment

· Includes evidence that specific needs of black and bilingual learners are met through 
· planned opportunities for speaking and listening in first and additional language

· use of scaffolds such as visual support, language prompts, prompts for key vocabulary

· appropriate grouping of EAL learners depending on the learning focus
· evidence that the needs of black pupils are met
· Refers to use of ICT to support and enhance teaching and learning 



	TEACHING
	LEARNING

	Mental/Oral

· clear start to lesson 
· effective balance between pace and probing for understanding, providing thinking time

· variety of short oral/mental activities supported with scaffolds and models

· questions targeted at individuals, pairs or small groups, modelling the language required in responses and subject specific language

· pupils’s responses used for informal assessment of language as well as subject knowledge and understanding
· explicit reinforcement of vocabulary and notation in context

· additional adults used effectively to support and probe targeted pupils

· avoids running over time, moves smoothly to next par

Comment :

	· pupils are engaged and confident in participating

· pupils listen to the adults and each other to extend understanding

· pupils ask questions to clarify and extend own learning

· pupils are able to explain and discuss with others, the methods and strategies they have used.

· pupils confidently speak up when they do not understand
· pupils use first or additional language/dialect for learning



	TEACHING
	LEARNING

	Main Activity 

· learning objectives and success criteria shared explicitly with the  pupils

· links made to previous lessons/knowledge in other subjects

· models and images, including ICT used to enhance teaching and learning
· Adult(s) demonstrate and explain ideas and methods using a board, flipchart, computer, OHP, visual aids and models, frames, graphic organisers etc
· Tasks made clear within specific time frameworks
Comment: 


	· pupils  are motivated, engaged and concentrate well

· pupils acquire new knowledge/skills and increase understanding – both linguistic and subject content
· pupils are able to explain and discuss with others, the methods and strategies they have used.

· pupils confident in generating and discussing ideas and concepts, in first and additional language/dialect 
· pupils’s work independently with confidence

· pupils confident to use first language/dialect when engaged in tasks

· pupils confident with routines and accessing resources



	When working directly with the whole class, the teacher:

· ensures new technical and general vocabulary, notation or terms are emphasised through explicit introduction- writing on the board, highlighting, repetition and pupils are encouraged in using it in their oral and written work.
· ensures effective use of additional adults, using their expertise to support and extend learning
· supports pupils with for the language demands of tasks eg  strategies for identifying key information (highlighting), identifying non-essential information, subject language, subject specific vocabulary as well as language structures
· involves pupils interactively through carefully planned questioning, including modelling of language required in responses, allowing thinking time and time for oral rehearsal
· asks pupils to offer their methods and solutions for discussion, supported by partner talk in first and additional language/dialect, thinking time
· ensures effective use of additional adults, including use of back and  bilingual adults to support learning, where appropriate in first language
· monitors for understanding, identifies and corrects any misunderstandings, using mistakes as teaching points   
Comments

When working directly with groups, the teacher: 

· links work to group target or learning needs

· ensures additional adults are used effectively, making use of their expertise and are suitably prepared
· deploys the range of effective teaching strategies listed for whole class teaching

· provides focused feedback and identifies next steps for learning

· manageable number of groups and differentiation 

· keeps cognitive challenge

· clear introduction  

Comments: 


	· pupils are motivated, engaged and concentrate well

· pupils acquire new knowledge/skills and increase understanding –language and subject content
· pupils are able to explain and discuss with others, the methods and strategies they have used.

· pupils confident in generating and discussing ideas and concepts, in first and additional language/dialect  and using full, extended sentences
· pupils’s work collaboratively and independently with confidence

· pupils offer methods and solutions to demonstrate understanding

· pupils know how well they are doing and how they can improve

· clear timescales and expectations

· range of groupings appropriate to pupils e.g. shared language, mixed or high ability while providing contextual and linguistic support. 




	Plenary : 

· is evaluative and reflective, draws together what has been learned, highlighting key facts, ideas, vocabulary and what needs to be remembered

· indicates link with previous work, or where work is leading

gives pupils an opportunity to present or explain their work

· rectifies misconceptions or errors

· discusses and compares different approaches to task

· generalises a rule from a number of examples

· discusses problems that can be solved using the ideas and skills that have been learned

· provides opportunities to reflect on and provide feedback on subject  language as well as 
      subject  learning

· remind pupils of personal targets
Comment:


	· pupils eager to present work/ideas

·   pupils are able to explain and discuss with others, the methods          and strategies they have used.

· pupils willing to reflect on learning 

· pupils know how well they are doing and how they can 

       improve

· pupils confident in what has been learnt and able to link it to 

       previous as well as next learning

	Overall

· High expectations of all pupils, enabling all pupils to learn effectively

· Level of teacher’s subject knowledge and confidence as  well as pedagogic knowledge to support black and bilingual learners 
· Effective planning and use of resources
· Culturally and ethnically inclusive learning contexts
· Effective use of time, good pace
· Effective use of additional adults (including those with bilingual skills)  with clear focus and role
· Evidence of effective liaison between class-teacher and additional adults re pre-teaching, revisiting objectives, intervention programmes etc
· Use of first language/dialect for learning
· Evidence of active listening, speaking, and development of EAL as well as subject  language 
· Effective pupil management
· Effective use of ICT for teaching and learning

· Explicit links for application of skills in other areas of the curriculum

· Appropriate use of feedback on content/meaning and use of language
Comment




	Attainment (overall as well as from the lesson/unit of work) : In relation to age- appropriate expectations and beyond
Any significant variations linked to groups (e.g. boys, EAL, ethnicity)



	Progress:  

· Acquisition and consolidation of knowledge, skills and understanding

· Progress in relation to prior knowledge

· Progress by specific groups to include comment an interest, involvement, engagement in learning, behaviour and use of initiative 

· Progress in language acquisition as well as subject knowledge
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