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BME Learning Environment

This document is largely taken from Primary National Strategy Learning and Teaching for bilingual children in the primary years.  It has been adapted to include all BME groups (Black, bilingual, Traveller, etc.) and to be used cross phase.

Learning Environment audit     

During the walk round the school and lesson observations, look for evidence of focus for learning and teaching as well as achievement, celebration and enjoyment of learning. These prompts focus specifically on BME pupils and supplement other general learning environment audits.

Whole school environment

Welcome for all 

· Culture and ethos which makes all children and families feel welcomed, safe and valued – reflected in school brochures and the reception area 

· Culture and ethos which celebrates and promotes learning

· Multilingual notices to support access to information

· Displays which reflect and celebrate diversity and give positive images of people of BME heritage
· Displays which show links with local communities, including faith groups, and promote partnership with families and communities to support learning 

· Facilities for parents/community/carers

Displays and Print environment
· Multilingual displays which support learning;

· Display of learning objectives and success criteria for adults and children to refer to throughout a unit of work;

· Learning prompts for curriculum and language: e.g. language structures and key vocabulary for specific purposes, semantic webs, graphic organisers, writing frames and prompts, photographs, diagrams;
· Displays show work in progress and completed pieces of work which act as models for learners;
· Displays reflect the ethnic, cultural linguistic and religious backgrounds of pupils;

· Displays include global perspectives;
· Displays challenge bias, racism and stereo-typing; 

· Displays reflect purpose for learning as well as guidance for parental involvement, taking account of the diversity of parents;

· Displays are initiated by pupils as well as adults and celebrate collaborative as well as individual work; 

· Reading and listening materials in the school and class library include positive role models of BME people, reflect and value diversity, include fiction as well as non-fiction from a range of cultures (local and global) and explore a range of issues such as equality, justice, migration, displacement,  etc and challenge bias and stereotyping and racism;
· Displays in the library areas around the school, and in the classrooms, that show BME pupils as readers writers and professionals.

· Text that explore international migration in a balanced way

· Evidence of young people writing and having opportunities to speak read and write in a range of languages and dialects including community languages, Creole and Patois.

· Reading, role and imaginative play areas reflect and offer positive images of aspects of the cultures of BME groups. 

· Reading material includes dual language and community language books, newspapers and magazines;

· Computers – individual and in suites – have multi-lingual instructions and provide facilities for word processing in languages which use different scripts;

· A wide range of ICT, including listening posts, tape-recorders, camcorders, is available for children to use.

Classroom organisation

· Teaching resources reflect local and national diversity

· Resources are easily accessible for all, including early stage EAL learners

· Furniture and equipment are arranged to allow flexible use of groupings for teaching and learning
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